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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 
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Committee on Foreign Affairs gave the Society's deputa- 
tion a hearing, and much interest was shown in the 
subject. 

It was on the Society's initiative, supported by other 
organizations, that the Peace Congress was held at Bos- 
ton in 1904. The work of organizing and conducting 
the Congress, the largest that has ever been held, was 
performed by representatives of the Society, as was that 
of the series of more than forty supplementary meetings 
in other American cities. As a result, auxiliaries of the 
Society were established in several cities. 

The Society was represented by an influential delega- 
tion of twenty persons at the fourteenth International 
Peace Congress at Lucerne in 1905, and by a smaller 
delegation at the Milan Congress last September. 

In 1905, pursuant to a resolution of the annual meet- 
ing, the Directors created a committee of three to exam- 
ine the subject of history teaching in the public schools 
in reference to war and peace. The report of this com- 
mittee, made after nearly a year of careful investigation, 
has been widely circulated, and has, there is reason to 
believe, had much influence in awakening and directing 
the attention of educational leaders and of teachers to 
the desirability of so changing the text-books and the 
teaching of history as to lay more emphasis upon 
the development of the arts of common life and less 
upon the details of war and battles. 

Most recently the Directors have given special atten- 
tion to promoting the -success of the second Hague Con- 
ference and to securing the largest possible results from 
its deliberations. In a letter sent to President Roose- 
velt on the 27th of November last they urged that the 
United States delegates be instructed to use their best 
efforts to secure the careful consideration of the following 
subjects : 

1. The further development of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration and the conclusion of a treaty of obliga- 
tory arbitration as general as possible, to be signed by 
all the powers of the world. 

2. The creation of a periodic congress or parliament 
of the nations, either by making the Hague Conference 
itself permanent, periodic and automatic, or in whatever 
other way the wisdom of the Conference may determine. 

3. The limitation and, if possible, the reduction of 
armaments by international agreement, as proposed by 
the British government and House of Commons, and 
supported by the governments of France and Italy. 

4. The creation of an International Commission for 
the codification of the generally accepted principles of 
international law, and the study and development of 
those principles about which there is disagreement ; 
thus raising the law of nations to a higher status than it 
now occupies, and making it a true body of world-law for 
the better guidance of international relations hereafter. 

5. Provision that differences which nations exclude 
from arbitration, because affecting vital interests or na- 
tional honor, shall, before recourse to hostilities, be re- 
ferred for examination to a Commission of Inquiry, who 
shall make a public report of their judgment thereon. 

6. The immunity from capture of all unoffending 
private property at sea in time of war. 

The Directors have at the present time active com- 
mittees on peace work in the schools and colleges, on 
work among ministers and churches, among business 



men, among workingmen, and along social lines. They 
are just now arranging to establish in connection with 
their office a Press Bureau, with a view of keeping the 
general public informed, through the press, on the prog- 
ress and claims of the international peace movement. 



New Books 

La Loi des Nations. By E. Duplessix. Paris : 
L. Larose et L. Tenin, 22 rue Soufflot. In French. 
235 pages. 

This treatise is the essay which won the Narcisse 
Thibault prize offered by the International Peace Bureau 
in 1905-6, for the best work on "arbitration and the 
organization of a complete system of justice among the 
nations." The treatise is in five parts : (1) Prolegomena, 
in which the author gives an outline of the present con- 
dition of international relations, international law, the 
progress of peace ideas, etc. (2) A Program of an 
International Conference Preparatory to the Constitution 
of a Union of all the Civilized States. (3) A Project of 
an International Treaty for the Creation of a Union of 
the Civilized States — a Legislative Assembly, an Ex- 
ecutive Committee and a Court of Justice. This part 
discusses the subject of an international force — army 
and fleet, the division of the expenses, treaty sanctions, 
and the reduction of armaments. (4) A Project of a 
Code of International Public Law. The treatment of 
this subject covers the greater part of the entire work. 
The author has made the attempt to draft a complete 
code of public international law, dealing with all the 
important matters usually discussed by writers on the 
subject. This fourth part is in seven books and contains 
seven hundred and eighty articles. Into the details of 
the merits of the author's system we cannot here go. 
The work has been passed upon by a competent com- 
mittee and pronounced a valuable study, following the 
lines of present-day international development. The 
Peace Congress at Milan, on the proposition of persons 
who had carefully examined Mr. Duplessix's essay, 
voted a resolution recommending it to the careful con- 
sideration of the second Hague Conference. 

Bulletin de la Conciliation Internationale. 
Paris : Delagrave. 

This November report of the "Association for Inter- 
national Conciliation " (Senator d'Estournelles de Con- 
stant, president) contains accounts of some of the leading 
events of the summer and autumn related to the work 
of promoting better relations among the nations, espe- 
cially those with which the French Parliamentary Arbi- 
tration Group has had to do : the visit of the delegates 
of the three Scandinavian parliaments to France, the 
Pan-American Congress, the mine disaster at Courrieres, 
the sending of an address to President Roosevelt, corre- 
spondence with the members of the Russian Douma, 
the London Interparliamentary Conference, etc. The 
Bulletin contains, besides, a statement of the attitude of 
a number of the governments in regard to the subject of 
limitation of armaments, several important speeches de- 
livered the past year, and a statement of the military 
budgets of the principal powers. It is a most valuable 
document, for those who read French. It is perhaps a 



